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Small-Sized Business
Winner
Way Brothers Automotive

Way Brothers Automotive team, from left, Ramsey “Bub” Way Sr., Ramsey
Way Jr., Hatcher Way and Sam Way

Way Brothers Automotive
Hawkinsville

The Way family of Hawkinsville, owners of two automobile dealerships, have
discovered that good family lore and stories can come from children as well as
their parents, like the time some years ago when then-nine-year-old Marshall Way
sold a car to a browsing couple, and earned the title of “born salesman.”

The event occurred one night when Marshall was kicking around outside while his
father, Hatcher Way, finished a little work inside the family-owned General Motors
dealership. Young Marshall came upon a couple looking at cars and volunteered
to fetch them the keys so they could take a closer look. The couple said they had
to leave but would be back the next morning. “He went home that night and told
his father he had to be up early the next morning because that couple were
coming back to talk about that car, and he had to be there to meet them,” says
Ramsey “Bub” Way, Marshall’s grandfather and the Way family patriarch.

“The next morning the sale was completed on the spot, with a little help from dad
Hatcher, who took care of the paperwork. That piece of teamwork exemplifies a
core principle of the Way business model. “We call it decision by consensus,”
says the senior Ramsey. “Any kind of decision we have involving the dealership
also involves the people we count on to make it work. We don’t move on it without
bringing them into the picture and getting their thoughts. That also gives them a
sense of ownership.”

Making employees and customers feel the warmth of a family atmosphere has led
the Way family to many successes in business, with yet another coming from The
Cox Family Enter-prise Center’'s 2011 award for small family business of the year.
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The Way family has had a presence in Middle Georgia since the 1700s, and in 1933 Way
Brothers opened a Dodge and Plymouth dealership in Hawkinsville. Over the years, it became
a General Motors dealership selling Chevrolet, Buick and GMC products, with a Ford dealer-
ship on the same grounds and a parts and service facility in a nearby building. Today there are
four Way family members employed as part of a combined staff of 29.

Marshall, now 17, does odd jobs around the showroom and maintenance area and is the fourth
generation of Ways to work in the family dealership. One son, Ramsey Jr., and his wife, Char-
lotte, have the law firm of Way and Way and handle the company’s legal affairs. The success
of the Ways has helped mold them into generous supporters of local and regional charities, a
giving-back process that comes naturally, says Ramsey senior.

“A business like this is the first place folks come to when they’re looking for support of some
community project, and we’re always glad we can help,” he says. “Giving back to the commu-
nity is an ongoing process, and there are opportunities to give back every day.”

The elder Ramsey has served in leadership roles for organizations as varied as the University
of Georgia Arch Foundation, the Georgia Auto-mobile Dealers Association and the local cham-
ber of commerce. Son Hatcher has led efforts to raise funds for police equipment and provide
scholarships for local students.

Tenacity is also another family trait, says Ramsey senior. “Things are not always smooth run-
ning a business, “ he says. “There are bumps in the road, and anytime we have a problem
with, say, a defective automobile, | have never turned that problem loose until | got it resolved.”
— Ed Lightsey

*Article and picture provided by Georgia Trend
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Hawkinsville  dPulaski County Chamber of Commerce
Annual Meeting and Dinner

Thursday, November 3, 2011 6:30 p.m.
The SteakHouse

Tickets ~ $35 (available at Chamber Office)

Activities Include: Business Meeting, Award Presentation &
Entertainment
(Business and Citizen of the Year)

RSVP by Tuesday, October 25, 2011
Seating is limited
478-783-1717




E-Letter

Business of the Month

October

Georgia Power Gioncggv%

SOUTHERN COMPANY

Congratulations!

N New Chamber Member

LOL
Welcome! Located at 91 Commerce Street

Chamber Membership Renewals %

. Purchasing Alliance Solutions
We 4

. M2 Department Store Memberey
Ship

fe Yoy,

. Southern Hills Golf & Country Club

2011 Annual Christmas Parade and Open House will be held
Saturday, December 3, 2011
Christmas Parade will start at 5:30 p.m. on Commerce Street
The theme for this year will be
oChristmas in the Sou

Please contact the Chamber of Commerce for an application to be

in the parade
478-783-1717
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201 1 Annual Hawkinsville /Pulaski County Chamber of Commerce
Golf Tournament
held at
Southern Hills Golf & Country Club

I** Place Winners Photo: Left to right; Kim Brown with Longest Drive Winner Photo: Left to right; Kim Brown
the Hawkinsville/Pulaski County Chamber of Commerce, with the Hawkinsville/Pulaski County Chamber of Com-
Pete Seliger, John McCaughan, Veith Powell, Cody Powell merce, Bob Lar.nar and Therisa Patton with the Haw-
and Therisa Patton with the Hawkinsville/Pulaski kinsville/Pulaski County Chamber of Commerce.

County Chamber of Commerce

The Hawkinsville Pulaski County Annual Golf Tournament was held on Thursday, Sep-
tember 15" at Southern Hills Golf and Country Club. 1% Place winners were Veith Powell,
Cody Powell, John McCaughan and Pete Seliger. 2" Place winner was Pruett Air Condi-
tioning, this team consisted of Dusty Pruett, Jessie Pruett, Greg McRee and W.J.

Daniel. 3" Place winners was SunMark Community Bank Team which consisted of Scott
Fisler, B.J. Coody, Jason Lord and Tony Toombs. The Closest to the Pin winner was Jeff

(Cornbread) Nixon of Hawkinsville and the Longest Drive Winner was Bob Lamar of
Hawkinsville.

The Hawkinsville Pulaski County Chamber of Commerce would like to thank everyone
that participated and volunteered for this event.
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Bobbie Clemons attended the
2011 South Atl antic Division
Relay Leadership Summit

The 2011 South Atlantic Division of the Ame
Greensboro, SC on September 30-October 1%. Shirley and Bobbie were Co-Chairs for the Pulaski
County 2011 Relay and will also be Co-Chairs for the 2012 Pulaski County Relay.

There are 7 states in the American Cancer
several state and national awards at the Leadership Summit. Bobbie attended many breakout sessions
covering advocacy, caregiver recognition, fundraising, survivor recognition at the leadership summit.

Pul as ki Countybs per capita amount of the
amount. Bobbie, Shirley and the Pulaski County Relay committee are most proud of having the 100%
school participation. They will soon be presenting an award to the Pulaski County Board of Educa-
tion. Pulaski County school system was also awarded this high recognition for 2010 Relay for

Life. Bobbie and Shirley are super excited about receiving this award again.

(A little note from Bobbie)

We thank ALL of Hawkinsville and Pulaski County residents and businesses who give every year to the
Relay for Life event in our community, because without the funds we raise in our town it would be less

funds the American Cancer Society would have to give to help fund for cancer research & cures, patient
advocacy and cancer patient care programs throughout the U.S.

The picture attached is a snapshot of Bobbie at the Summit with the Chairs from Twiggs County and Lau-
rens County along with the Community Managers from

are the South Atlantic Division community leaders for Relay.
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Grand Opening Friday, Oct. 14

STV’S AND....

7 FT. BIG SCREEN

SUN |MON] TUE [WED | THU | FRT | SAT

AM Stroller Stroller Stroller Stroller Stroller | Family Movie
Closed Fitness Fitness Fitness Fitness Fitness Matinee
, 8:30-10:30 | 8:30-10:30 | 8:30-10:30 8:30-10:30 | 8:30-10:30 1:00 p.m.

Youth Group/| FREE 18 & UNDER | 18 & UNDER

PM Closed Closed

Closed After After Christian | Movies ** HANG School
Movie and More ouT HANG OUT
10:30 10:30
5-9pm. | 5-9pm. |5pm.-12am.|5pm.-12am.

**Free movie w/purchase of drinks or opcorn per person
P

91 COMMERCE ST.

478-298-3900

Go 7o Our Webside For More Details:
www.lolhawkinsville.com




